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DRA WJNG AMENDMENTS : 

The attached replacement informal drawing sheets 1/5 and 4/5 includes 
proposed changes lo FIGS, 1 and 4. respectively. Specifically, "PRIOR ART' has 
been added to FIG. 1. and ^^450" has been labeled for the quantized window of FIG. 4. 
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REMARKS/DISCUSSION OFISSU£S 

Specification , In the Non-Final Office Action, Examiner Garcia-Otero 
objected to the specification. The Applicant has amended the specification herein to 
obviate Examiner Gaicia-Otero's objections to the specification. No new matter was 
introduced hy the amendment of the specification herein. Withdrawal of the 
objections to the specification is therefore respectfully requested. 

Drawings . In the Non-Final Office Action, Examiner Oarcia-Otero objected 
to the drawings. The attached replacement informal drawing sheets 1/5 and 4/5 
include proposed changes to FIGS, 1 and 4, respectively^ to obviate Examiner Garcia- 
Otero's objections to the drawings. The Applicant respectfully asserts that FIGS. 1 
and 4 are properly labeled by the drawing amendments herein, and no new matter was 
introduced into the drawing amendments herein. Examiner Garcia-Otero is therefore 
respectfully requested to approve the proposed replacement informal drawing sheets 
1/5 and 4/5, 

Claims . In the Non-Final Office Action, Examiner Garcia-Otero rejected 
pending claims 1-22 on various grounds. The Applicant responds to each rejection as 
subsequently recited herein, and respectfiilty requests reconsideration and further 
exanDination of the present application under 37 CFR § 1.112: 

A- Examiner Garcia-Otero rejected claims 1 -22 under 35 U.S.C, §1)2, 
f 2 as being indefinite 

The Applicant has amended the specification and drawings herein to obviate 
this indefiniteness rejection. Withdrawal of the rejection of claims 1-22 under 35 
IJ.S.C. §1 12, 112 is therefore respectfully requested. 
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B, Examiner Garcia-Oiero rejected claims 1-22 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, 
tl as being inadequately described 

The Applicant has amended the specification and drawings herein to obviate 
this written description rejection. Withdrawal of the rejection of claims 1-22 under 
35 U.S.C, §112,^1 is therefore respectfully requested, 

C. Examiner Garcia-Oiero rejected claims 1-22 under 35 U.S.C. 

§ 103(a) as being unpaientable over U.S. Patent No. 5,647,385 to 
Ahboud in view of "HDL Chip Design" to Smith 

The Applicant has thoroughly considered Examiner Garcja-Otero' remarks 
concerning the patentability of claims 1-22 oy^xAbboud in view otSmiiti. The 
Applicant has also thoroughly read Abboud and Smith. To warrant this 35 U.S.C, 
§ 103(a) rejection of claims 1-22, there must be some suggestion or motivation, either 
in the references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modiiy the reference or lo combine reference teachings. 
See, MPHP §2143, The Applicant respectfully traverses this §103(a) rejection of 
claims 1-22, because teaches away from the combination of Abboud and 

Smith as asserted by Examiner Garcia-Otero, 

Specifically* as illustrated in FIG, 5, Abboud teaches an apodization circuit 60 
that includes delay circuits 102-103, counter 104, multipliers 106, 108, UO, look-up 
table 1 12. divider 1 1 4 and memory 1 1 6. The circuit 60 receives the apenure size in 
transducer element units, a number identifying the transducer element charmel to be 
processed, the focused data for such channel and a channel equalization factor. See. 
Abboud at column 6, lines 1 1-19. Abboud cicely teaches away from replacing the 
multipliers in view of the fact that circuit 60 is configurable to a significant extent. 

Withdrawal of ihe rejection of claims 1-22 under § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Abboud in view of Smith is therefore respectfully requested. 
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SUMMARY 

Examiner Garcia-Otero's rejections of pending claims 1-22 have been 
obviated berem by amendment herein of ihe specification and the remarks herein 
supporting an allowance of claims 1-22 over the ari of record. The Applicant 
respectfully submits that claims 1-22 as listed herein fully satisfy the requirements of 
35 U-S.C. §§ 102, 103 and 112. In view of the foregomg, favorable consideration and 
early passage to issue of the present application is respectfully requested. If any 
points remain in issue that may best be resolved through a personal or telephonic 
interview, Examiner Garcia-Otero is respectfully requested to contact the undersigned 
ai the telephone number listed below. 

Dated; March 22, 2Q0S Respectfully submiued. 



BENOIT R. VEltLETTE 
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P.O. Box 3001 
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Phone: (914) 333-9612 
Fax; (914)332-0615 



PROPERTY 



Roben J- Kraus 
Registration No. 26,358 
Attorney for Applicant 



CARDINAL LAW GROUP 
Suice 2000 




1603 Orringron Avenue 
Evanston, Illinois 60201 
Phone: (847)905-7111 
Fax- (847)905-7113 



Registration No. 33,983 
AiTOmey for Applicant 
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